
Sam Russell 

Personal Statement: Leighton-Linslade Town Council Co-option 

 

It would be a great privilege to be co-opted as the Councillor for Grovebury ward.  

 

At these difficult times, between elections, it is vital that a Councillor is co-opted who can hit the 

ground running, with experience of how Local Government operates and how decisions are made. I 

have worked in Local Government, including for elected Members, so I know the ins and outs of 

decision making and my role within the Town Council structure. 

 

I am a longstanding volunteer. Since moving to Leighton Buzzard in 2018, I have sought out 

opportunities to contribute to our community, becoming a Magistrate in Bedfordshire and the 

incoming Chair of Trustees at an older people’s charity. I am an experienced Chair of Trustees at a 

group of schools in Hertfordshire, overseeing governance and budgets, and previously chaired a 

resident’s group, running events for the community and older people.  

 

Finally, I have a strong record of working collaboratively to campaign for improvements in my local 

community. I have previously led campaigns to protect local services and I believe in working with 

anyone, regardless of political affiliation, to improve our community together. As a co-opted 

Councillor, I would look to build strong, local relationships with residents and businesses in Grovebury 

ward, as well as adding my experience to decision making at LLTC. 

 

In summary, I have experience which would make me an effective Councillor. I am a committed 

volunteer within my community and have also shown the ability to campaign effectively on behalf of 

residents. I have a collaborative and open approach to working together, with experience of working 

in Local Government.  

 

If lucky enough to be co-opted, this experience means that I would be able to effectively represent 

Grovebury ward from day one. 

 

Thank you for considering my application. 


